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HOLY COMMUNION BY EXTENSION

A two-session course for lay people 
This course is run twice a year, according to demand.  It is the diocesan training for those who have been asked to Minister at Public Worship with Communion by Extension, a service at which Holy Communion is shared from elements which were consecrated at a celebration of the Eucharist elsewhere.

Candidates are nominated by their PCC and Parish Priest (or Area Dean, in a vacancy). 

· First, the PCC discusses the principle of Communion by Extension.  If it decides to adopt the service in the parish, it expresses this in a formal, minuted resolution.  
· Second, the PCC, in co-operation with the Parish Priest (or Area Dean), nominates one or more people to be trained as Ministers.

The Bishop has asked the Diocesan Liturgical Committee (DLC) to provide the training.
At the end of the course, 
· I send the Bishop a list of those who have completed the course.

· I will also give you a letter for your Incumbent, advising him/her how to proceed.  
· The Incumbent then writes to the Bishop, seeking permission for your ministry.  This permission is given for a year at a time, and it can be renewed annually.
Many candidates are already Readers or Authorised Pastoral Assistants; this is not, however, a precondition for attending the course.  
During the course you will

· Gain an understanding of what Holy Communion by Extension is, and how it works;

· Get to know the text of the service;
· Become familiar with the Bishop’s Regulations;

· Experience the service itself; 
· Learn about enriching the service with resources from Common Worship and elsewhere;
· Have an opportunity to ask questions.
Refreshments are provided, together with a set of course notes and a copy of Public Worship with Communion by Extension.
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