Diocese of Durham

Organist Training Scheme

This scheme is designed to provide assistance and encouragement to organists who play a regular part in worship.  It takes the form of organ tuition for those who feel that they need assistance or for those who have not received professional guidance for some time; the aim being a general improvement of the candidates’ ability to manage the instrument, therefore enabling them to enhance further the congregation’s experience of worship.

Candidates should be attached to, and supported by, their church. They will receive six one-hour lessons, ideally over a period of not more than three months.
Tuition

Lessons will be given at a place mutually convenient to teacher and pupil. Where possible, the first and final lesson should be on the pupil’s own church organ.

A suggested order of priorities is as follows:

• 
accompaniment of hymns, psalms and other sung parts of the service;

• 
selection and preparation of voluntaries that are suitable for the instrument, organist and occasion;

• 
where appropriate, elements of choir-training, choir repertoire selection and conducting may be discussed.

It may be that, in return for sharing costs, the parish may wish to have some specific input into what will be covered in lessons (for example, the preparation of a new Eucharistic setting).  Targets should be realistic, concentrating on competent service accompaniment. Hymns and a small repertoire of simple voluntaries are therefore priorities. Pedal technique for pianist-converts will only be considered when manuals-only playing has reached a good standard.
Finance

Tuition fees are £30 an hour. The first two lessons will paid for by the candidate, lessons three and four by the parish, and the final two by the diocese. (Each section of fees to be paid directly to the teacher.) The teacher’s travelling expenses will be reimbursed by the diocese, and the candidate (or the parish) should pay for any required books. In cases of hardship the parish may be asked to consider meeting the pupil’s contribution.
Follow-up

• 
The teacher and the pupil will be asked for comments at the end of the 6 lessons.

• 
At the end of the course of lessons pupils will receive a Certificate of Participation, signed by the teacher and the Chair of the DLC.
Completed applications should be sent to 


James Randle

St Chad’s College, University of Durham, 18 North Bailey, Durham, DH1 3RH.

 These should be received before Christmas and Easter, for lessons in the spring and summer sessions.
