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PRAYERS AT MEETINGS


Prayers to start a meeting

1
The peace of God
2

General, Church meetings

2
Called to serve
4

Ministry, Service

3
The Word of God
6

Discipleship, Bible Study 

4
Let us pray to the Lord
8

General, Prayer meetings 

5
The earth is the Lord’s
10

General, Creation, Justice

Prayers to end a meeting

6
At the end of the day
12

An alternative to Night Prayer 

7
Short prayers 
14

Alternatives to saying the Grace 

More than just words
15
Some familiar texts
16

Prayers at Meetings

A flexible resource for small groups, church councils and committees, 
when they meet for discussion, bible study, reflection or prayer.

The forms of prayer in this booklet can be used as they stand, or they can be adapted – perhaps by using a different Bible reading, or by adding or substituting familiar prayers like the Sign of the Cross, the Lord’s Prayer or the Grace.
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Preparation
NPFW H36 & A35
God calls us to peace: 
in God’s justice is our peace.

Christ calls us to be God’s people:
in Christ is our peace.

Lord, direct our thoughts, 
and teach us to pray.
Lift up our hearts to worship you 
in spirit and in truth,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Bible Reading

Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.




Colossians 3.2-3
or
Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 




Philippians 4.6,7
or
Beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honourable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.




Philippians 4.8
or
Jesus came and stood among the disciples and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 




John 20.19-20

Prayers

CWDP Pentecost
Through Christ, who ever lives to make intercession for us,
let us pray to the Lord.

Lift up our hearts to the heavenly places
and inspire us to serve you as a royal priesthood.

Lord, have mercy: Lord, have mercy.
Let all peoples acknowledge your kingdom
and grant on earth the blessing of peace.

Christ, have mercy: Christ, have mercy.
Send down upon us the gift of the Spirit
and renew your Church with power from on high.

Lord, have mercy: Lord, have mercy.
May peace abound and righteousness flourish,
that we may vanquish injustice and wrong

Christ, have mercy: Christ, have mercy.
Help us to proclaim the good news of salvation,
and grant us the needful gifts of your grace.

Lord, have mercy: Lord, have mercy.
Conclusion
Durham Daily Prayer
Reveal in us your glory, Lord;

stir in us your power.
Renew in us your kingdom, Lord;

strengthen in us your hope.
Work in us your miracles, Lord;

abide in us yourself.  Amen.

The Lord be with you
and also with you.

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Preparation
NPFW G42 *
There is one body, one Spirit, one hope in God’s call,
one Lord, one faith, one baptism.

There is one God, Father of all, over all and in all,
to whom Christ ascended on high.

And through the Spirit God gives us gifts:
some are apostles, some are prophets.

Evangelists, pastors and teachers he gives us,
so we can minister together;

To build up the body,
to be mature in the fullness of Christ.
Candles may be lit 

Thanksgiving
CWDP Epiphany
Blessed are you, Sovereign God,
our light and our salvation,
to you be glory and praise for ever.

Your light springs up for the righteous
and all the peoples have seen your glory.
You gave the Christ as a light to the nations,
and through the anointing of the Spirit
you established us as a royal priesthood.

As you call us into your marvellous light,
may our lives bear witness to your truth
and our lips never cease to proclaim your praise.

Blessed be God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit:
Blessed be God for ever.


Bible Reading


Jesus said to the disciples, ‘You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is what I am.  So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet.’ 



John 13.13-14
or
Jesus said, ‘Whoever wishes to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave of all.  For the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.’




Mark 10.43b-45
 Prayers

CWDP Epiphany
From the rising of the sun to its setting, let us pray to the Lord.

That the people of God in all the world 
may worship in spirit and in truth, 

let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

That the Church may discover again that unity which is your gift,

let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

That the nations of the earth
may seek after the ways that make for peace,

let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

That the whole creation, groaning in travail,
may be set free to enjoy the glorious liberty of the children of God,

let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

Conclusion
AC Trinity 21
Almighty God,
in whose service lies perfect freedom:
teach us to obey you
with loving hearts and steadfast wills;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

A Bible may be opened and placed prominently

Preparation
PHG, Service of Light
You, O Lord, are my lamp:
You turn our darkness into light.
With you, O Lord, is the well of life:
In your light shall we see light.

Your Word is a lantern to my feet:
and a light upon our path.
Bible Reading, which may be the passage to be studied, or the following


Jesus said, ‘The first commandment is this: “Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.” The second is this, “You shall love your neighbour as yourself.” There is no other commandment greater than these.’



Mark 12.29-31
Verses from Psalm 119
NPFW D15 *
Treat me with kindness, Lord, 
so that I may live and do what you say.
Open my mind: 
let me discover the wonders of your law.
Your laws are my greatest joy!
I do what they say.
When I told you my troubles, you answered my prayers.
Now teach me your laws.
Help me to understand your teachings,
and I will think about your marvellous deeds.

I am overcome with sorrow.
Strengthen me, as you have promised.
I am eager to do all that you want.
Help me to understand more and more.

Prayers 

DLC 3

We pray for all your people, called together by your Word of life.

Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer.

We pray for those who minister your Word and Sacraments,
and all who teach the faith and order the life of your Church.

Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer.

We pray for all who seek you, that they may find you.

Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer.

We pray for those who are bereaved, fearful, lonely, or sick,
that they may know the power of your healing love.

Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer.

We pray for ourselves, 
that we may trust your promises and obey your will.

Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer.

Conclusion
AC Trinity 2
Faithful Creator,
whose mercy never fails:
deepen our faithfulness to you
and to your living Word,
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Preparation
NPFW G43
The love of God has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.
We dwell in him and he in us.

Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his name,
make known his deeds among the peoples.

Sing to him, sing praises to him,
and speak of all his marvellous works.

Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God almighty,
who was and is and is to come.
or
Let us pray.
NPFW A42
Come, Holy Spirit,
fill the hearts of your faithful people,
and kindle in us the fire of your love;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Bible Reading


A new heart I will give you, and a new spirit I will put within you; and I will remove from your body the heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh.



Ezekiel 36.26

or
Since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast to our confession. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who in every respect has been tested as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 




Hebrews 4.14-16

 
Thanksgiving
NPFW G60
We thank you, O God, for you are gracious.
You have loved us from the beginning of time
and you remember us in times of trouble and of joy.
Your mercy endures for ever.

We thank you, O God, for you came to us in Jesus Christ,
who has redeemed the world and saves us from our sins.
Your mercy endures for ever.

We thank you, O God, for you have sent your Holy Spirit,
who comforts us and leads us into all truth.
Your mercy endures for ever.
We thank you, O God, for … 
Your mercy endures for ever.  Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Luke 11.1,2

Jesus was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his disciples said to him, ‘Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.’ He said to them, ‘When you pray, say:

Our Father …

Extended Prayers

Conclusion
AC Trinity 10
Lord of heaven and earth,
as Jesus taught his disciples to be persistent in prayer,
give us patience and courage never to lose hope,
but always to bring our prayers before you;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Go in the peace of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

A focus from creation may be provided: a branch, flowers, stones, 
or a bowl of earth.

Preparation 
Psalm 118.24
This is the day that the Lord has made.
Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Collect


DLC 1

Wonderful God,
whose hand made the shining sea 
and the laughing wind
and the heavens to sing with your praise;
remind us to wonder at the splendour of your creation
and help us to share in the care of our world.  Amen.

Bible reading


God saw everything that he had made, and indeed it was very good.

Genesis 1.31


In Christ all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible – all things have been created through him and for him.

Colossians 1.16


You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honour and power, for you created all things, and by your will they have their being.

Revelation 4.11


Prayers

DLC 2

As those who know the generosity of God,
let us remember those ways in which we and our society 
take his good gifts for granted.


God has blessed us:
but still God’s children go hungry.

Lord, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy.

God has blessed us:
but still the poor cry out for justice.

Christ, have mercy.  Christ, have mercy.
God has blessed us:
but still we see inequality and oppression in the earth.

Lord, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy.

May the Father of all mercies
NPFW B77
cleanse us from our sins,
and restore us in his image
to the praise and glory of his name,
through Jesus Christ our lord.  Amen.

Conclusion 
NPFW J33
To a troubled world
Peace from Christ.

To a searching world
Love from Christ.

To a waiting world
Hope from Christ.

The Lord of all be with you.
The Lord bless you.

Preparation 
CWDP
A bell may sound

Jesus Christ is the light of the world:
a light no darkness can quench.

Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening:
and the day is almost over.

Even the darkness is not dark for you:
and the night shines like the day.

Let your light scatter the darkness:
and fill your church with your glory.

Bible Reading


You, O Lord, are in the midst of us and we are called by your name; leave us not, O Lord our God.


Jeremiah 14.9

or
Be sober, be vigilant, because your adversary the devil is prowling round like a roaring lion, seeking for someone to devour. Resist him, strong in the faith.





1 Peter 5.8, 9 

or
The servants of the Lamb shall see the face of God, whose name will be on their foreheads. There will be no more night: they will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for God will be their light, and they will reign for ever and ever.




Revelation 22.4,5

A song of praise from Psalm 145
NPFW D18

Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised:
there is no end to his greatness.
One generation shall praise your works to another,
and shall declare your power.

All creation praises you, Lord,
and your faithful servants bless you.
They declare the glory of your kingdom
and tell of your mighty power.

My mouth shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.
Let every living thing bless his holy name for ever and ever.

Prayers

CWDP
That you will give us a quiet night and a perfect end:
we pray to you, O Lord.

That you will have mercy upon us and grant us your salvation:
we pray to you, O Lord.

That you will keep us this night without sin:
we pray to you, O Lord.

That you will guard us and give us your blessing:
we pray to you, O Lord.

That you will bring us with [N and] all your saints 
to glory everlasting:
we pray to you, O Lord.
Conclusion
CWDP

Lighten our darkness, Lord, we pray,
and in your great mercy
defend us from all perils and dangers of this night,
for the love of your only Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Daytime 

CWDP
God of power,
may the boldness of your Spirit transform us,
may the gentleness of your Spirit lead us,
may the gifts of your Spirit equip us to serve and worship you 
now and always.  Amen.

or
God be in my head, and in my understanding;
God be in my eyes, and in my looking;
God be in my mouth, and in my speaking;
God be in my heart, and in my thinking;
God be at my end, and at my departing.  Amen.

Evening 

CWDP
Keep watch, dear Lord, 
with those who wake, or watch, or weep this night,
and give your angels charge over those who sleep.
Tend the sick, give rest to the weary,
sustain the dying, calm the suffering, and pity the distressed;
all for your love’s sake, O Christ our Redeemer.  Amen.
Late evening
CWDP

In peace we will lie down and sleep; 
for you alone, Lord, make us dwell in safety.

Abide with us, Lord Jesus,
for the night is at hand and the day is now past.

As the night watch looks for the morning,
so do we look for you, O Christ.

The Lord bless us and watch over us;
the Lord make his face shine upon us and be gracious to us;
the Lord look kindly on us and give us peace.  Amen.

Worship is more than just the words we use.  Any liturgy in this book could be enhanced by a focus, although this does take forward planning and imagination.  The focus could be 

· An action
perhaps, the simple lighting of candles by the leader or by the gathered congregation.  Perhaps something more complex: flowers for people to place in a vase, individuals creating something beautiful together; or the giving of a symbol like a paper heart or a stone; or movement during the prayers or ending, for example, moving to the door or turning to one another. 

· A scent
for example, a censer with frankincense in Epiphany, or an oil burner with lavender oil during prayers for healing.

· A visual focus
such as a bowl of earth or water, branches of a tree or flowers, a cross or an open bible, a burning lamp, or a photograph, icon or picture.  Large pieces of fabric of appropriate colour, hung over a table or altar can also have an impact.  To use a visual focus effectively, it needs to be big enough for everyone to see, and simple enough to need no explanation.

· Music
whether taped, accompanied, or led by a single voice.  Music could be used before the act of worship as people are arriving, or during the worship instead of silence, or a song or hymn.  New Patterns for Worship has some useful ideas for short and meditative chants.  Taize and Iona also have some wonderful resources.

· Silence
is often underestimated.  We all need space and contemplation, and all these services will benefit from leadership which is brave enough to allow a full minute or two of stillness.

Bishop John Pritchard’s book The Intercessions Handbook (SPCK 1997) and Sue Wallace’s Multi-sensory Church (SU 2002) have further ideas.  

The Sign of the Cross

In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and for ever.  Amen.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory.
for ever and ever.  Amen. 

The Grace

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with us all evermore.  Amen. 
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